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A Letter to Parents…  
Dear Parents, 

This is an invitation from me, to your son or daughter, to come to the UK to The Great British 

Theatre Summer School. 

I speak to you as a parent whose children are now a little older than yours. Throughout the years, I 

only wanted one thing for my children…The very BEST. I listened to everyone to try and find out 

what opportunities I could get for them and I tried to provide things which I knew would suit their 

character. 

It is with this spirit that I offer you a 15 day British Culture Theatre Studies programme in the North 

of the UK which will: 

 Teach your daughter or son about English Literature and Language. All young people should 

know about Shakespeare and English classical literature. It should be natural to them and 

they should feel they share this culture. 

 

 Show young people some of the best aspects of life in the UK. British and Chinese young 

people will work and stay with each other. They will find out about each other’s life styles 

and will laugh and have fun in each other’s company. 

 

 Help practice your child’s language skills in a range of different situations. 

 

 Develop your child’s communication skills and their confidence. 

 

 Start friendships with English students which can continue after the programme has 

finished. 

I will stop my list here…I am so excited with the programme that I have on offer. It is UNIQUE. 

I have great confidence in young people. I know that they will learn so much from this programme. 

My duty will be to keep them safe and make sure whatever I am organising is the VERY BEST that I 

can find. This is what I wanted for my children so I will provide it for yours.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries, I will be more than happy to answer 

any questions. 

Kindest Regards, 
  

 

  

Managing Director of The Learning CIC 
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An Introduction 

 

The Learning Community Interest Company 

Changing Lives through Learning 

 

Established in 2008, The Learning CIC offers imaginative learning services and learning interventions 

to schools, communities and local authorities.  

We are certain that education can promote positive life changes for young people, parents and 

families.  

The Learning CIC works closely with local colleges and universities with the aim of increasing the 

prospects of students applying to study further education in a variety of subjects. 

Contacting Us 

We understand that parents need reassurance that their children are contactable at all times. The 

Learning CIC also welcomes the opportunity for parents to directly contact us with any questions. 

We are based in The Media Centre, Northumberland Street, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD1 1RL.  

To contact us by telephone: 

(+44)1484 437 485 or  

(+44)1484 437 486 

To contact us by email: 

fran.perry@learninggroup.org.uk or 

jade.kelly@scalagroup.co.uk 

 

To contact us via our website: 

www.learninggroup.org.uk 

@TheLearningCIC      

 

  The Learning CIC 
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Safeguarding your Children 

We completely understand how crucial it is to ensure your children are safe whilst in our 

care. We have a safeguarding plan that will be sent to you prior to the summer. 
 

 

 

t  

 

Fran Perry  

Fran is a teacher of English with an MA in Education. Fran has worked with a senior 

team to provide learning opportunities for students in both the UK and internationally. 

As part of local Government, Fran ran learning programmes for ten years, for students 

from many schools. She led a large team of teachers on Educational programmes, 

developing learning skills and new approaches which helped raise educational 

standards and attainments in those schools. 

Dean Ramsden 

Dean is a professional actor and workshop leader, having graduated with a BA honours 

in acting from Bretton Hall Drama School in 2006. Dean has worked predominantly with 

students, youth groups, and young people in every environment from prisons to 

schools to theatres. As well as performing and touring with various theatre companies 

in the UK, Dean also regularly delivers drama workshops to children and young people 

specifically adapted to the curriculum or the work they are studying. 

Gerald Fox 

Gerald is a professional actor, writer, director and workshop facilitator. He completed a 

3 year acting diploma at East 15 Acting School and has trained with internationally 

renowned theatre and engaging audiences who do not normally have the opportunity 

to experience live performance. 

Jade Kelly 

Jade joined The Learning CIC in 2013 after graduating from Huddersfield University with 

a BA honours in Broadcast Journalism. She has been appointed as our Marketing Co-

ordinator and will help support various workshops that will run during the Summer 

School.  

All staff members and 

associates are fully CRB 

screened and have had 

previous experience in 

working with young people 

Your children will be 

covered by medical 

insurance. 

We can administer any 

medication if necessary 

 

Any risks or precautionary 

measures will be regularly 

assessed. 

All means of travel will be 

licenced and fully insured 

Children will be 

chaperoned at all times. 

Home Stay families will be 

carefully selected and will 

have to pass our checks 
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The 14-Day Itinerary 

Day 1 Assembly Games and activities to introduce the students to each other 

AM English Language and Drama 
Techniques 

Shakespeare – His life, language and 
works 

PM Romeo and Juliet Preparation The Prologue – The story told in 
modern language 

Evening Settling into your home and meeting Home Stay families 

Day 2 Assembly “My Country… and I” Presentations 

AM English Language and Drama 
Techniques 

Reading and Writing for Audiences. 
Improvising and characterisation  

PM Romeo and Juliet Preparation R&J Performed in freeze frame  

Evening Games and activities with your Home Stay family  

Day 3 Assembly Handing out of London itinerary, preparing students for journey ahead 

AM London Day 1 A visit to The Houses of Parliament 

PM Evening Musical Theatre Performance  

Evening Dinner in London and then back to hotel for the evening 

Day 4 Assembly A brief workshop focusing on the history of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 

AM London Day 2 via Cambridge  Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre with 
Workshops. Free time to shop in 
London 

PM A stop in Cambridge, an opportunity 
for students to see the famous sites  

Evening Travel back to Huddersfield 

Day 5 
 

Assembly London Review…who can remember what… 

AM English Language Looking into the use of iambic 
pentameter vs. prose in Shakespearean 
texts. Write a poem with this rhythm. 

PM Romeo and Juliet Preparation Rehearsal of Romeo and Juliet dance 
scene, to be filmed and played back 
tomorrow 

Evening Dance session – to be used in the Ballroom scene of Romeo and Juliet  

Day 6 Assembly Look at poetry written during the Shakespearean period – everybody to read a 
section out loud.  

AM English Language and Journalism Reading for meaning, cross 
referencing, skim & scan, extrapolating 

W
e

e
k 

O
n

e
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key points from a text. 

PM The University of Huddersfield – The 
School of Media  

A tour of the media facilities, meet 
industry professionals and broadcast 
journalism workshops (including TV, 
Radio & Web) 

Evening Writing a blog entry covering what you have learned so far 

Day 7 Assembly Play back of dance scenes. 

AM English Language and Drama Shakespearean images and insults, 
initial choreography of fight scenes in 
R&J 

PM Adventure Trip to Bradley Wood Games and activities – building on 
teamwork  

Evening Sporting Activities 

 

Day 8 Assembly “How much do you know about China and Great Britain?” A quiz designed to test 
the general knowledge of students 

AM English Language and Drama The R&J Balcony Scene – Watch a film 
clip and study the text. Look at 
mistaken identities within 
Shakespearean texts 

PM Romeo and Juliet Preparation Practice R&J fight scene and sword 
fighting 

Evening Perform the R&J Balcony scene in Chinese 

Day 9 Assembly Memory Test Challenge – Focussing on both English and Chinese vocabulary 

AM Oxford University  A tour of the University campus, 
followed by punting on the river 

PM A visit to Stratford Upon Avon  Visit the home of Shakespeare, taking 
the culture and context of his writing 
into account 

Evening Review the story of Romeo and Juliet so far  

Day 
10 

Assembly Prizes presented for Memory Test Challenge 

AM A visit to Haworth – The home of the 
literary famous Bronte sisters.  
Followed by English Tea at Betty’s  

Look at Emily Bronte’s Wuthering 
Heights and the setting of a scene 
through the use of language. Compare 
with Shakespeare. Followed by a full 
English at Betty’s  

PM English Language and Drama  A choral session, practicing pitch, 
pronunciation and projection 

Evening Group Karaoke Session 

Day Assembly Paper Tower Challenge 

W
e

e
k 

Tw
o
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11 AM English Language   Reading between the lines, focussing 
on the context of a situation. Looking 
at the main themes, motifs and 
imagery used throughout 
Shakespearean texts. 

PM Drama  Hot seating characters… How well do 
you know your character? 

Evening British Cookery Session 

Day 
12 

Assembly Games and Activities 

AM A Day in the Lawrence Batley Theatre  Workshop on production values – 
Staging, lighting, sound etc. Working 
on voice projection and room 
acoustics. 
Working on character interaction  PM 

Evening Update blog 

Day 
13 

Assembly Drama warm-ups  

AM English Language and Drama Dress Rehearsals  

PM English Language and Drama Dress Rehearsals 

Evening Practice lines for performance tomorrow! 

Day 
14 

Assembly Warm-ups for final filmed performance  

AM Dress Rehearsals Dress Rehearsals  

PM Romeo and Juliet – Final Performance 

Evening A final get-together, watch back performances, dinner together and games 

 

Our Educational Values 
 The aim of The Great British Theatre Summer School is to enrich students English 

speaking capabilities 

 We aim to capture the creative sides of your children and ensure they return home 

feeling confident in their knowledge of The Great British Theatre 

 Literature and Language are subjects we have extensive experience in teaching, 

and we are passionate about sharing our knowledge with young people 
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Truly British Excursions 
London 

A trip to the city bursting with Great British Culture. Our students will 

experience the sights and sounds of one of the most vibrant cities in 

the world. A trip to London would not be the same without visiting 

some of the world famous tourist attractions. Our students will see 

Big Ben, The Houses of Parliament, Oxford Street, Buckingham Palace 

and of course, Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. 

Cambridge 

A visit to the City for All Seasons. Beautiful museums and 

galleries are hidden among stunning architecture and quaint 

passageways. Lunch at Cambridge University will give the 

students an opportunity to get a feel for University life. 

 

Oxford 

Experiencing the student life on campus at one of the most 

prestigious Universities set amongst a picturesque town. A punting 

boat trip on the River Thames followed by a trip into the centre of 

Oxford will make this an enjoyable and educational day out for our 

students. 

Haworth 

Haworth was the home of the one of the most famous literary 

families – The Bronte’s. Discover the beautiful surroundings that 

inspired many of their greatest novels, such as Emily Bronte’s 

Wuthering Heights. A visit to their home – Haworth Parsonage 

promises to be thought provoking and exciting for the students. 

Stratford-Upon-Avon 

A trip to Shakespeare’s birthplace and home town will be extremely 

interesting for our students. Relevant to their studies and steeping in 

culture, this trip will allow the students to see the sites that would 

have been familiar to Shakespeare himself. 

                                   Other Trips and Excursions… 
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The Logistics of the Trip 

 

Travel 

Students will fly from China to Manchester, England, with their chaperones. A supervised coach will 

then pick the students up from the airport and will take them to Huddersfield, West Yorkshire. 

Following an initial registration, meet and greet, the students will then meet their Home Stay 

families and will have the opportunity to take their belongings to their new home, followed by a rest 

period.  

 

 

 

 

 

Students’ passports will be kept in a safe place, alongside any other important documents to ensure 

they remain confidential and secure.  

Upon returning to China, the students will be chaperoned to the airport and their documents will be 

returned prior to this journey. We will ensure the students are cleared through customs without any 

issues, and will register them before departure.  

 

Where possible, all travelling whilst in the UK will be conducted using a local coach or train provider. 

All coaches will be fully licensed to carry those under the age of 16, and drivers will be required to be 

fully insured.  

 

On occasions, travel may be undertaken by car - for example, when Home Stay families are taking 

the students on an excursion or to an evening activity session such as karaoke. 

Spending Money 

All students are welcome to bring as much spending money as they 

wish. We encourage parents to ensure the students will be sensible 

with their allocated funds – we do not want them running out of 

spending money before they have the chance to purchase necessary 

items towards the end of the trip! Food will either be provided by 

Home Stay families or by The Learning CIC – so money for essential 

food is not necessary. If your children are carrying large amounts of 

cash, and this concerns them, our staff will ensure a safe place is 

available to store their money. We cannot take responsibility if the children spend all of their money 

during the first few days of the trip! 
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A Final Word from Us… 

 

Here at The Learning CIC, we are extremely passionate about ensuring yourselves and your children 

are feeling confident and excited about sharing this exciting journey with us. We will make every 

effort possible to ensure you are up-to-date with the progress of your child’s trip to Great Britain. 

We will be encouraging your children to start a Blog whilst here with us, and will regularly allocate 

time for contact with home.  

 

Prior to your children departing China, you will receive all necessary contact details and information 

you will need to get in touch with us in the case of an emergency… Your children will be in safe 

hands. 

We look forward to meeting The Great British Theatre Summer 

School 2014 students soon! 

 

 

 


